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FCNL  Selects  Priorities  for  1993-94 


FCNL,  along  with  people  of  conscience  everywhere, 
often  finds  itself  reflecting  the  old  fisherman’s 
prayer  for  help:  “Oh  God,  the  sea  is  so  wide,  and 
my  boat  is  so  small!”  With  all  the  wrongs  and 
suffering  in  the  world — even  if  you  count  only  the 
portion  that  might  be  helped  by  changing  govern¬ 
ment  policies — how  can  a  small  organization  with 
limited  resources  make  a  dent  in  the  problems? 

The  thousands  of  Friends  and  others  who  are 
FCNL  supporters  and  activists  are  deeply  con¬ 
cerned  about  a  vast  array  of  justice,  peace,  and 
environmental  issues  linked  to  national  legislation. 
We  cannot  possibly  address  them  all.  In  order  to 
achieve  any  degree  of  coherence  and  effectiveness, 
FCNL  must  select  a  limited  number  of  concerns  on 
which  to  concentrate. 

Believing  that  democratic  processes  must  grow 
from  the  ground  up,  FCNL  returns  to  its  roots 
every  two  years  for  guidance  in  selecting  legislative 
priorities.  During  1992,  our  Polity  Committee 
actively  solicited  and  weighed  the  views  of  Friends 
Meetings  and  other  FCNL  supporters  all  over  the 
country.  Those  views  provided  the  framework 
within  which  FCNL’s  governing  body,  in  a  Quaker 
meeting  for  business  under  the  guidance  of  the 
Spirit,  adopted  its  new  legislative  priorities.  That 
statement,  approved  in  November  1992,  will  guide 
our  work  with  the  103rd  Congress.  It  is  printed  on 
pages  4-5  of  this  Newsletter. 

What  Happens  Now?  The  issues  selected  as 
legislative  priorities  are  those  on  which  staff  mem¬ 
bers  and  FCNL  activists  will  be  asked  to  spend 
most  of  their  time  and  effort.  They  will  be  the 


subjects  of  Newsletter  articles,  background  docu¬ 
ments,  action  alerts,  and  letter-writing.  They 
suggest  which  coalitions  we  will  participate  in  and 
which  congressional  committee  actions  we  will 
follow  most  closely. 

There  are  two  levels  of  priorities:  FCNL’s  primary 
attention  will  go  to  those  on  the  first  level,  where 
we  will  try  to  initiate  action,  with  or  without  similar 
work  by  others.  On  the  second  level,  labeled  “coop¬ 
erative”  efforts,  FCNL  will  add  its  weight  wherever 
possible  to  ongoing  actions  of  like-minded  groups 
and  individuals. 

The  rest  of  this  Newsletter  describes  how  FCNL 
intends  to  approach  the  implementation  of  these 
priorities  in  the  months  ahead.  No  doubt  many 
plans  will  need  to  be  altered  to  address  changing 
circumstances.  But  the  objectives  are  clear,  and 
will  demand  our  best  efforts.  You  are  invited  to  join 
us  in  this  challenging  task. 


Something*8  Differentl 

Confused  about  the  appearance  of  this 
newsletter?  Don’t  worry;  it  really  is  your 
familiar  FCNL  Washington  Newsletter! 
We’ve  just  given  it  a  new  look,  in  honor  of 
our  50th  Anniversary  this  year.  In  response 
to  requests  from  many  readers,  we  have 
tried  to  make  it  more  accessible  and  easier  to 
read.  We  hope  you  like  it. 
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Budget  Decisions 

Globsil  changes  are  beginning  to  catch  up  with 
federal  budget  writers.  But  new  policymakers 
coming  to  Washington  will  face  some  formidable 
challenges  as  they  join  their  seasoned  colleagues  on 
Capitol  Hill.  The  shaky  economy  and  the  overspent 
federal  budget  certainly  top  that  list  of  challenges 
for  most  of  them. 

President  Bush’s  last  budget  called  for  minor 
reductions  in  military  spending.  President-elect 
Clinton  has  proposed  to  double  the  reductions  that 
Bush  would  have  made,  reducing  overall  military 
spending  by  $60  billion  over  the  next  five  yesirs. 

FCNL  advocates  deeper  reductions.  By  changing 
the  current  missions  and  deployment  of  U.S.  armed 
forces,  and  by  eliminating  procurement  of  the  most 
wasteful  and  dangerous  weapons  systems.  Con¬ 
gress  could  reduce  the  military  budget  by  50%,  or 
$150  billion,  over  the  next  few  years. 

By  re-evaluating  the  role  of  the  U.S.  in  the 
world,  and  by  pursuing  alternative  ways  of 
resolving  international  disputes,  the  U.S. 
could  save  more  than  $150  billion. 

FCNL  will  urge  Congress  to  shift  away  from  mili¬ 
tary  spending  and  toward  human  and  environmen¬ 
tal  needs  at  home  and  abroad  by: 

•  Lobbying  Congress  and  the  administration, 
along  with  our  colleagues  in  the  Citizens  Budget 
Campaign.  We  will  urge  Congress  and  the  Presi¬ 
dent  to  cut  the  deficit  in  responsible  ways,  by 
reducing  military  spending  and  providing  for 
adequate  revenues  to  meet  the  real  needs  of  the 
country. 

•  Promoting  the  “Common  $ense”  budget,  the 
alternative  federal  budget  proposed  each  year  by 
the  Congressional  Black  Caucus  and  the  Progres¬ 
sive  Caucus.  Compared  to  other  proposals,  this 
budget  typically  shifts  more  spending  from  the 
military  to  other  needs  and  cuts  deficit  spending 
more  successfully. 

•  Joining  with  arms  control  colleagues  to  oppose 
spending  on  new  weapons  and  on  subsidies  for 
arms  traders. 


I 

^  % 


FCNL  Washington  Newsletter,  January  199! 


i 

i 


•  Supporting  food  aid  and  other  survival  assis¬ 
tance  to  countries  desperate  for  international 
assistance,  and  promoting  appropriate  long-term 
assistance  for  developing  countries. 

•  Continuing  our  cooperation  with  a  nationwide 
network  of  local  activists  concerned  about  federal 
spending  issues. 

•  Helping  to  produce  and  promote  educational 
materials  on  the  budget,  including  hand-outs,  radio 
scripts,  media  kits,  posters  and  other  pieces  for  use 
by  local  activists. 

The  outlook  on  these  issues  is  neither  grim  nor 
glory-filled.  Congress  will  follow  President-elect 
Clinton’s  lead.  Clinton  is  not  likely  to  depart  very 
far  from  his  pledge  to  cut  about  $60  billion  from 
military  spending.  He  is  committed  to  investing 
that  money,  and  perhaps  other  federal  monies,  in 
programs  that  will  help  more  people  at  home  to 
participate  in  the  economy.  Further  military  cuts 
are  not  likely  to  be  considered  until  the  problem  of 
job  loss  can  be  addressed  adequately.  (See  section 
on  Economic  Conversion,  below.) 

For  further  details  and  information,  ask  FCNL  for  R-229- 
BUD,  "Reductions  in  Military  Spending,"  written  by  George 
Crossman  for  the  Citizens  Budget  Campaign. 


Economic  Conversion 

Unhooking  the  country  from  its  long-term  depen¬ 
dence  on  military  production  is  a  complex  task. 
Several  different  opportunities  may  present  them¬ 
selves,  including  proposals  in  the  DoD  authoriza¬ 
tion  bill,  and  in  President-elect  Clinton’s  invest¬ 
ment  tax  credit  proposal.  FCNL  urges  that  the 
credit  be  geared  toward  investments  that  build  up 
the  civilian  economy,  rather  than  shoring  up  a 
military-dependent  economy.  Investments  in 
military  production  are  inherently  unstable;  they 
may  preserve  jobs  in  the  near  term,  but  they  lose 
jobs  in  the  long  term. 

For  further  information  on  this  topic,  ask  FCNL  for 
R-230-M1L,  Economic  Conversion  Options,  written  by  Greg 
Bischak  and  Jim  Raffel  for  the  Citizens  Budget  Campaign. 
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Health  Care 

Late  in  his  campaign,  President-elect  Clinton 
endorsed  a  concept  called  “managed  competition.” 
This  model  would  increase  government  regulation 
of  private  health  care  insurers  and  providers,  but 
would  not  replace  them  with  a  single  public  insur¬ 
ance  agency  (as  in  the  Canadian  system). 

In  the  managed  competition  model,  the  government 
would  require  health  care  providers  (doctors, 
hospitals,  laboratories,  etc.)  to  organize  themselves 
into  “networks.”  Each  network  would  be  required 
to  offer  a  standard  package  of  health  care  services. 
Networks  in  a  local  area  would  have  to  compete 
with  one  another  for  pa3dng  participants. 

How  would  people  participate  in  the  system? 
In  most  cases,  employers  would  continue  to  provide 
health  care  benefits.  The  government  would  pay 
for  health  insurance  for  people  whose  incomes  fall 
below  the  poverty  line  and  would  assist  people  just 
above  the  poverty  line. 

Would  the  basic  plan  be  affordable  to  all? 

Clinton’s  proposal  counts  on  the  competition  among 
local  networks  to  control  the  price  of  a  basic  pack¬ 
age  of  services.  But  Rep.  Cooper  TN,  who  has 
introduced  a  similar  proposal  in  Congress,  esti¬ 
mates  that  a  single  mother  of  two,  earning  $20,000 
a  year,  would  have  to  pay  $144  per  month,  even 
with  a  government  subsidy  of  $191. 

The  managed  competition  model  is  attractive  to 
many  contenders  in  the  health  care  debate  because 
it  leaves  the  private  insurance  industry  relatively 
intact  (though  subject  to  more  regulation).  How¬ 
ever,  the  managed  competition  model  does  not 
effectively  control  the  expensive  paperwork  that 
characterizes  our  current  health  insurance  system. 
There  are  also  debates  about  price  setting,  about 
the  advisability  of  taxing  some  of  the  value  of 
employer-provided  health  care  benefits,  and  about 
requiring  employers  to  offer  health  care  benefits. 

FCNL  will  work  for  specific  goals  within  bills  that 
are  progressing  through  Congress,  including  an 
emphasis  on  access,  accountability,  equity,  and 
diversity  (see  priority  statement).  We  will  stay  in 
close  touch  with  people  who  have  asked  to  be  part 
of  the  Health  Care  Strategy  Network. 

For  further  information  on  this  issue,  sign  up  to  participate  in 
the  Health  Care  Strategy  Network,  and  request  packets  #i  and 
#2. 


Native  Americans 

Religious  Freedom:  In  1988,  the  United  States 
Supreme  Court  decided,  in  Lyng  v.  Northwest,  that 
the  U.S.  Forest  Service  could  pave  a  road  opening 
up  the  high  country.  This  decision  disregarded  the 
negative  effect  the  road  would  have  on  the  religions 
of  three  area  tribes.  In  a  sense  it  was  a  preview  of 
what  was  to  come.  The  U.S.  Supreme  Court  again 
weakened  religious  freedom  in  its  1990  Oregon  v. 
Smith  decision.  Essentially  this  decision  aban¬ 
doned  the  “compelling  interest”  standard  that 
courts  used  to  weigh  governmental  interests 
against  religious  practices. 

FCNL  will  continue  to  advocate  passage  of  the 
Religious  Freedom  Restoration  Act,  guaranteeing 
for  all  Americans  the  protections  of  the  First 
Amendment.  FCNL  will  also  advocate  the  passage 
of  amendments  to  strengthen  the  American  Indian 
Religious  Freedom  Act  of  1978,  protecting  specific 
religious  practices  of  Native  Americans. 

Treaty  Rights:  Our  country  sets  a  high  value  on 
honoring  international  treaties,  but  has  a  disturb¬ 
ing  track  record  when  it  comes  to  treaties  made 
between  the  federal  government  and  Indian  tribes. 
Tribes  have  had  to  take  their  claims  to  court  and  to 
Congress  because  the  federal  government  has 
unilaterally  violated  and  abrogated  many  treaties. 
FCNL  will  continue  to  advocate  that  the  letter  and 
intent  of  treaties  signed  in  good  faith  between  the 
U.S.  government  and  Indian  nations  be  honored. 
Various  bills  are  expected  to  address  land  and 
water  rights,  and  specifically  to  settle  both  the 
Navajo-Hopi  land  dispute  and  the  Crow  boundary 
dispute. 

Self-Determination:  The  current  relationship 
between  Indian  tribes  and  the  federal  government 
is  characterized  by  paternalism  and  dependence. 
Native  communities  face  health  problems,  alcohol¬ 
ism,  and  joblessness  at  rates  much  higher  than  the 
rest  of  the  U.S.  population.  They  are  struggling  to 
maintain  their  traditional  identities  in  the  face  of 
the  encroachment  of  “modem”  ways  and  values. 
FCNL  will  advocate  legislation  to  expand  the  self- 
determination  of  native  tribes  in  the  areas  of  tribal 
justice,  economic  development,  environmental 
regulation,  and  health  promotion. 
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Statement  of  FCNL  Legislative  Priorities  for  the  103rd  Congress 


Approved  by  the  FCNL  General  Committee,  November  15, 1992 
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In  its  effort  to  bring  spiritual  values  to  bear  on  public  policy  decisions,  the  Friends  Committee  on 
National  Legislation  will  work  to  make  the  103rd  Congress  responsive  to  the  fundamental  changes 
taking  place  in  the  United  States  and  the  world.  We  face  massive  economic  crises  and  increasing 
poverty  and  inequality.  Recent  developments  in  Eastern  Europe,  the  former  Soviet  Union,  the 
Middle  East,  and  Africa  are  startling.  There  is  a  resurgence  of  hatred  and  genocide  in  Europe  and 
elsewhere.  At  home,  we  are  dismayed  by  continuing  racial  and  economic  iiyustice,  by  intolerance, 
and  by  the  resulting  rage  and  frustration  symbolized  by  the  rebellion  in  Los  Angeles.  We  are 
alarmed  by  the  plundering  of  our  planet. 

Nevertheless,  new  possibilities  for  constructive  change  are  evident,  both  in  our  own  land  and 
around  the  world.  We  are  resolved  to  seize  the  opportunities  of  this  time  to  rebuild  our 
communities,  nurture  our  families,  create  and  support  agencies  of  hope  and  loving  service,  and 
restore  the  earth.  These  challenges  and  opportunities  are  complex  and  interrelated.  We  seek 
divine  guidance  in  our  work. 

In  coiyunction  with  the  50th  Anniversary  Jubilee,  we  encourage  General  Committee  members. 
Friends,  and  FCNL  volunteers  to  join  with  the  staff  in  working  for  the  following  legislative 
priorities. 

FCNL  will  take  a  leadership  role  in: 

•  urging  massive  shifts  in  federal  budget  priorities  away  from  military  spending  and  toward 
human  and  environmental  needs  at  home  and  abroad 

•  helping  U.S.  workers,  communities,  and  industries  transform  the  economies  of  military- 
dependent  communities  into  production  of  goods  and  services  useful  for  civilian  life 

•  assuring  that  reforms  in  national  health  care  policies  emphasize:  preventive  care;  accessibility; 
assessment,  maintenance,  and  promotion  of  the  health  of  the  total  population;  and  creation  of  a 
locally  and  regionally  guided  national  health  care  system 

•  promoting  treaty  rights,  self-determination,  and  religious  freedom  for  Native  Americans, 
Alaska  Natives,  and  Native  Hawaiians 

•  stopping  production  and  proliferation  of  weapons  of  mass  destruction,  and  bringing  an  end  to 
military  Eud,  arms  exports,  and  trade  in  weapons  of  all  kinds 


promoting  non-military,  nonviolent  means  of  preventing  and  resolving  civil  and  international 
conflicts,  including  full  financial  and  moral  support  for  the  United  Nations  as  an  independent 
agency  for  preventive  diplomacy,  peace-building,  and  sustainable  development. 
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FCNL  will — time,  opportunity,  and  resources  permitting — support 
cooperative  efforts  to: 

•  encourage  public  and  private  investment  in  U.S.  infrastructure,  cities  and  people 

•  emphasize  equity  and  fairness  whenever  addressing  issues  of  debt  and  deficit  reduction  and 
taxation 

•  support  the  rights  of  conscience,  especially  with  respect  to  military  service,  repeal  of  Selective 
Service,  passage  of  the  Peace  Tax  Fund,  and  repeed  of  employer  sanctions  in  the  immigration 
law 

•  oppose  the  death  penalty  and  support  alternatives  to  incarceration  in  the  criminal  justice 
system,  especially  in  relation  to  national  drug  policy 

•  promote  integrity  in  government,  with  special  concern  for  campaign  finance  reform  and 
accountability  in  office 

•  promote  world-wide  recognition  of  human  rights,  beginning  with  U.S.  ratification  of  United 
Nations  human  rights  covenants 

•  support  the  creation  of  international  economic  structures  and  trade  policies  that  encourage 
sustainable  and  environmentally  sound  development,  workers’  rights,  and  participation  in 
decision-making  by  those  most  affected 

•  promote  U.S.  ratification  of  the  Law  of  the  Sea  treaty. 

*** 

FCNL’s  legislative  activities  are  guided  by  the  Statement  of  Legislative  Policy,  adopted  in  1987. 

The  omission  of  a  particular  issue  from  the  list  of  legislative  priorities  does  not  diminish  its  imp>ortance. 

Our  staff  and  Policy  Committee  are  given  the  flexibility,  within  the  Statement  of  Legislative  Policy,  to 

respond  to  crises  and  unexpected  legislative  opportunities. 


PRIORITIES  ARE  A  SUBSET  OF  POLICY 

This  statement  of  priorities  should  be  read  in  conjunction  with  the  FCNL 
Statement  of  Legislative  Policy,  which  provides  its  foundation  and 
context.  The  priorities  statement  is  rather  like  a  work  sheet,  or  list  of 
tasks;  it  simply  lifts  up,  out  of  the  Policy  Statement,  certain  items  that  will 
be  given  special  attention  and  emphasis  in  particular  years.  These  items 
are  identified  briefly,  without  restating  the  reasoning,  vision,  and  beliefs 
that  surround  them  in  the  Policy  Statement.  For  a  fuller  understanding  of 
the  meaning  and  implications  of  these  priorities,  consult  the  FCNL  State¬ 
ment  of  Legislative  Policy  (1987),  available  upon  request. 


Page  6 


FCNL  Washington  Newsletter,  January  1993  J 


Ending  the  Scourge  of  Weapons 

"...  Stopping  production  and  proliferation  of  weapons  of  mass  destruction ..." 

In  our  efForts  to  eliminate  war  and  to  construct  rely  on  a  first  use  of  nuclear  weapons  to  defend 

peaceful  security  systems,  FCNL  will  continue  to  NATO  allies;  and  (2)  reinforce  the  former  Soviet 


oppose  the  doctrine  of  nuclear  deterrence.  We  will 
address  the  two  basic  concerns  about  nucleeir 
weapons  proliferation: 

•  Nuclear  powers  using  nuclear  weapons 
arsenals,  and 

•  Non-nuclear  powers  acquiring  nuclear  weapons 
arsenals. 

Our  1993  nuclear  disarmament  policy  objec¬ 
tives  for  the  nuclear  powers  will  include: 

•  A  Comprehensive  Test  Ban  Treaty — Call  for 
immediate  international  negotiations  to  enact  a 
comprehensive  ban  on  nuclear  testing.  The  Rus¬ 
sian,  French,  and  U.S.  moratoria  on  underground 
nuclear  testing  all  end  on  July  1, 1993. 

•  A  Permanent-5  Agreement  on  No  First  Use — 
Call  for  an  agreement  among  the  five  permanent 
UN  Security  Council  members,  that  would  (1) 
reverse  policies  (of  the  U.S.,  U.K.,  and  France)  that 


“no  first  use  doctrine. 

•  A  Halt  to  Nuclear  Weapons  Production — Initiate 
negotiations  for  a  worldwide  pact  to  end  production 
of  plutonium  and  enriched  uranium  for  weapons 
purposes. 

•  Reduction  of  U.S.  and  Russian  Warheads — 
Advance  talks  on  reducing  the  number  of  warheads 
below  3,500  and  on  international  controls  for 
storing  plutonium. 

Our  primary  legislative  objective  for  prevent¬ 
ing  nuclear  proliferation  will  involve: 

•  Passing  into  law  the  nuclear  non-proliferation 
provisions  in  the  proposed  Export  Administration 
Act. 

FCNL  will  continue  to  be  attentive  to  the  problems 
of  other  weapons  of  mass  destruction,  such  as 
biological,  chemical,  and  radiological  arsenals. 


" . . .  bringing  an  end  to  military  aid,  arms  exports,  and  trade  in  weapons  of  all  kinds. . . . 


In  supporting  policies  to  construct  peaceful  global 
and  regional  security  structures  that  do  not  depend 
on  military  intervention  and  alliances,  we  will 
work  for  conventional  arms  control  and  disarma¬ 
ment. 

To  this  end,  we  will  advocate  strong  restraints  on 
U.S.  arms  trade,  which  has  reached  crisis  propor¬ 
tions.  Last  year,  the  U.S.  outsold  all  other  arms 
suppliers,  with  $14  billion  in  sales  to  the  develop¬ 
ing  world  alone. 

FCNL  will  promote  legislation  to  curb  the 
U.S.  arms  trade,  including: 

•  Economic  Conversion — Promote  policies  for 
economic  transition  from  a  military  to  a  civilian 
industrial  base. 


•  Congressional  Oversight — Reverse  the  current 
procedure  requiring  Congress  to  disapprove  specific 
arms  sales;  instead,  require  Congress  to  vote  its 
approval  before  proposed  sales  of  major  conven¬ 
tional  weapons  systems  can  go  forward. 

•  Extend  Land  Mines  Moratorium  of  1 992. 

Our  objectives  for  multilateral  efforts  to  curb 
the  international  arms  trade  include: 

•  Increasing  Transparency — Support  UN  efforts 
for  disclosure  of  sales  by  member  nations  and  the 
creation  of  a  database  to  record  transactions. 

•  Strengthening  and  Enforcing  the  Arms  Control 
Guidelines  of  the  Permanent  5  UN  Members. 
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Preventing  and  Resolving  Conflicts 

.  promoting  non-military,  nonviolent  means  of  preventing  and  resolving  civil  and  interna- 
tioncd  conflicts,  including  full  financial  and  morcd  support  for  the  United  Nations  as  an  inde¬ 
pendent  agency  for  preventive  diplomacy,  pe€ice-building,  and  sustainable  development  ” 


**Remember  when  we  had  just  one  big  problem?”  is 
a  sentiment  heard  often  on  Capitol  Hill  these  days. 
Indeed,  we  are  reminded  of  those  who  predicted 
that  instability  in  multiple  regions  of  the  world 
would  make  polic3nnakers  yearn  for  the  “good  ol’ 
days”  of  the  Cold  War. 

Regional  Conflicts  and  Crises.  As  President¬ 
elect  Clinton  prepares  to  begin  his  administration 
and  as  many  new  members  of  Congress  arrive  in 
Washington,  questions  swirl  around  the  appropri¬ 
ate  U.S.  response  to  problems  in  the  former  states 
of  Yugoslavia  and  the  Soviet  Union,  Somalia  and 
other  war-torn  nations  of  Africa,  Cambodia,  HEuti, 
Cuba,  and  Iraq.  Fragile  peace  processes  in  Central 
America  and  the  Middle  East  demand  care  and 
attention  from  the  United  States,  as  well. 

FCNL  priorities  for  the  103rd  Congress  recognize 
the  extraordinary  changes  occurring  in  the  world 
today.  At  the  same  time,  the  process  of  setting 
priorities  has  helped  us  to  remember  that  we 
function  with  limited  resources.  It  is  not  possible 
for  the  staff  of  FCNL  to  work  on  every  region  of 
conflict.  We  will,  however,  continue  to  lift  up  the 
principle  of  non-military,  nonviolent  means  to  end 
conflicts  and  crises. 

For  background  information  on  Somalia,  oak  FCNL  for  G-248- 
I  FOR,  “Crisis  in  Somalia." 

United  Nations.  The  changes  in  the  world  have 
;  also  brought  about  changes  in  institutions.  FCNL 
j  will  continue  to  lobby  for  full  payment  of  U.S.  dues 
to  the  United  Nations.  We  will  participate  in  the 
education  and  envisioning  process  initiated  by 
SecretEiry  General  Boutros  Boutros-Ghali  in  his 
“Agenda  for  Peace.”  FCNL  will  also  closely  monitor 
the  evolving  role  of  the  United  States  in  the  UN, 
especially  the  increasing  use  of  U.S.-led  military 
forces  functioning  under  the  mandate  of  UN  Secu¬ 
rity  Council  resolutions.  We  will,  in  cooperation 
with  others,  advocate  U.S.  ratification  of  UN  hu¬ 
man  rights  covenants. 

To  receive  a  copy  of  the  UN  document,  “An  Agenda  for  Peace," 
request  R-232-FOR  from  FCNL. 
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Economic  Issues.  The  economic  issues  of  domes¬ 
tic  politics  which  so  dominated  the  1992  political 
campaigns  are  inextricably  related  to  international 
economic  issues.  FCNL  will  pay  special  attention 
to  congressional  efforts  to  fundamentally  reform 
U.S.  foreign  assistance.  As  new  trade  policies  and 
agreements  are  negotiatied,  FCNL  will  encourage 
sustainable  and  environmentally  sound  develop¬ 
ment,  workers’  rights,  and  the  participation  in 
decision-making  by  those  most  affected. 

For  information  on  the  North  American  Free  Trade  Agreement, 
request  from  FCNL  the  issue  brief,  “North  American  Free 
Trade  Agreement:  Opportunity  or  Threat  f" 

In  1972  and  1973,  Sam  and  Miriam  Levering 
worked  as  Friends-in-Washington  on  the  Save 
Our  Seas  legislative  project.  Their  work 
continued  through  the  decade  of  the  ’70s  as  the 
Ocean  Education  Project,  and  came  to  fruition 
when  the  Third  United  Nations  Conference 
adopted  the  Law  of  the  Sea  Treaty  in  April 
1982.  The  U.S.  has  not  yet  ratified  the  treaty. 
FCNL  will  work  with  others  to  promote  U.S. 
ratification  of  the  Law  of  the  Sea  treaty. 
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THE  FRIENDS  COMMITTEE  ON  NATIONAL 
LEGISLATION  indudea  Friends  appointed  fay  26 
Frienda  Yearly  Meetings  and  fay  8  other  Fri«>ds’ 
organixationa  in  the  United  States.  Espraasiona  of 
views  in  theFCNZ,  WASHINGTON PfEWSLBTTER 
are  guided  fay  the  Statement  ot  Poliqr,  prepared  and 
approved  fay  the  Committee.  Seeking  to  follow  the 
leadings  of  the  Spirit,  Uie  FCNL  apnaka  for  itself  and 
for  like-minded  Friends. 

FCNL  WASHINGTON  NEWSLETTER.  Contrihu- 
tMs  include:  Joe  Volk,  Ruth  Flower,  Nancy  Nya,  Amy 
Wilson,  Joahua  Rodin,  Tara  Coles,  Joanna  McMann, 
Aliaon  Oldham,  Laura  Petroff. 

A  $25  annual  donation  will  ensure  receipt  of  the 
Newsletter  for  one  year  (11  issues).  Also  availabla  in 
microform  from  University  Microfilms  International, 
300  North  Zeeb  Road,  Dept.  P.R.,  Ann  Arbcv,  MI 
41806. 

Printed  on  recycled  paper. 


How  Can  We  All  Work  on  FCNL’s  Legislative  Priorities? 


Advancing  FCNL’s  legislative  priorities  for  the 
next  Congress  will  take  much  hard,  intelligent 
work.  The  efforts  of  both  FCNL  staff  in  Washing¬ 
ton  and  concerned  people  in  all  parts  of  the  country 
are  needed.  It’s  the  combination  of  work  on  the  Hill 
and  in  local  communities  that  can  really  make  a 
difference. 

Here  are  some  of  the  tools  that  FCNL  can  provide 
to  help  you  work  effectively  at  the  community  level 
toward  our  shared  legislative  goals. 

FCNL  Washington  Newsletter  (monthly). 

This  is  our  basic  publication;  other  resources 
supplement,  but  depend  on,  the  Newsletter.  Try 
out  the  action  suggestions!  And  send  us  names 
of  potential  new  readers — we’ll  send  them  a  free 
trial  subscription. 

>  FCNL’s  weekly  legislative  action  message, 
available  around  the  clock  as  a  telephone  re¬ 
cording  (202/547-4343),  or  via  two  computer 
networks,  PeaceNet  and  CompuServe.  {Request 
document  G-137-OTH  for  more  details.)  Act  on 
its  recommendations  whenever  you  can,  and 
encourage  others  to  do  so.  The  printed  message, 
obtained  by  computer  modem,  can  be  easily 
photocopied  and  distributed  widely. 

4-  Extra  background  information,  action 
alerts,  and  other  special  materials.  These  will 
be  mailed  to  you  from  time  to  time  as  needed,  if 
you  inform  the  FCNL  office  in  writing  of  your 
special  interest  in  one  or  more  of  our  legislative 


priorities  (e.g.,  budget.  Native  Americans, 
economic  conversion,  international  peacemak¬ 
ing,  death  penalty,  arms  trade,  etc.). 

4  Answers  to  your  questions  about  specific 
legislative  activity  relating  to  priority  issues. 
Write*  to  the  following  staff  members  for  infor¬ 
mation  about  these  areas: 


Budget  priorities,  health 

Ruth  Flower 

care,  economic  conversion, 
other  domestic  &  conscience  issues 

Tara  Coles 

Native  American  issues 

Ruth  Flower 

Joanna  McMann 

Curbing  arms  sales,  weapons 

Joe  Volk 

production  &  proliferation 

Amy  Wilson 

International  conflict  resolution. 

Nancy  Nye 

United  Nations,  human  rights, 
international  economic  issues 

Joshua  Rodin 

Campaign  finance  reform, 
death  penalty,  and  employer 
sanctions/immigration 

Alison  Oldham 

Effective  methods  of 

Alison  Oldham 

grassroots  advocacy 

Kathy  Guthrie 

•  If  you  choose  to  telephone,  please  be  patient;  FCNL’s 
program  staff  is  small,  and  the  person  you  seek  may  not 
be  immediately  available.  Let  other  staff  members  take 
your  message. 
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